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Purpose

Articulation and transfer guidelines facilitate cooperation between higher education
institutions for the purpose of accommodating the needs and interests of students who earn
credit at one institution and choose to transfer to another. Successful transfer minimizes loss of
time and duplication for students and optimizes the use of institutional resources. The policy
recognizes that each institution has a separate and distinct mission, and that each has a
responsibility to establish and maintain academic quality within that mission. Underlying that
policy is an attitude of mutual respect and cooperation between the institutions and
recognition that the primary objective of this articulation agreement is to benefit students.

Guidelines and Procedures

Institutional Requirements

Each higher education institution has the responsibility of establishing, maintaining and
communicating requirements to students seeking to complete courses and programs and to
earn certificates and degrees at the institution.

Transfer Student Admission

Admission of transfer students will be determined by the receiving institution following an
assessment of academic performance and standing as well as eligibility for entrance to a
specific program. If the number of transfer students seeking admission to a particular program
exceeds the number that can be accommodated, including consideration of matriculated




students and transfer applicants from other institutions, program admission decisions will be
based on criteria developed and published by the institution; these criteria shall provide fair
treatment for institutional students and for transfer students.

Direction of Transfer
The direction of student transfer (two-year to four-year, four-year to two-year) shall not affect
transferability of credit, unless so noted.

Academic Transcript

Institutions shall keep a complete student academic transcript. The transcript shall clearly
identify each student and include all academic work for which the student was enrolled during
each semester, the end-of-semester status in each course, grade and credit awarded. The
transcript shall clearly indicate the source of the credit (i.e. examination, course, assessment of
experiences). A statement explaining grading policy of the institution shall be part of each
transcript.

Course Prerequisites

All requirements and prerequisites for entrance into courses and programs shall be stated in
the official catalog in a consistent manner. The determination of such requirements and
prerequisites is the responsibility of the applicable institution. Transfer students who have
completed equivalent prerequisite courses and achieved an acceptable grade should not be
required to repeat such prerequisite courses.

Earned Credit

A grade of “C” is the minimally acceptable grade for transfer of elective or specific course
credit. In some instances, where noted, a higher grade may be required for specific course
credit. A grade of “C” in those instances would be granted elective credit only.

Pass/Fail Credit

The application of pass/fail grading systems to transfer students shall be consistent with the
application of those systems to students who entered the institution as freshmen in the same
year as the transferring students. Transfer students should consult the catalog of the institution
to which they are transferring regarding these policies.

Non-Traditional Learning and Evaluation of Credit

The determination of the credit value of non-traditional learning is typically achieved through
an examination or other standardized or institutionally-accepted form of assessing prior
learning. Such policies, where applicable, shall be clearly stated in the official catalog of the
applicable institution.

For credit by examination, information must be available that includes the names of tests for
which credit by examination is given (Advanced Placement, general and subject matter CLEP,
ACT, institutional, etc.), and score levels which indicate that course work requirements
comparable to classroom situations have been met. For the college-Level Examination Program



(CLEP), the receiving institution will accept the American Council on Education (ACE)
recommended credit- granting score for the year in which the examination was taken.

Credit awarded through examination or other forms of assessment shall be identified as such
on the transcript. The transcripted credits will be honored by the receiving institution unless
inconsistent with published policies of the receiving institution.

Resolution of Equivalency Disputes

From time to time there may be inter-institutional disagreements among the faculty of subject
matter disciplines. These disagreements shall normally be resolved at the chairperson level.
Conflicts not resolved at the chairperson level shall be referred to the appropriate academic
deans, who shall use their best efforts to reach mutual agreement.

Transfer Guide

Inter-institutional agreements shall be set forth in a single document entitled: Transfer Guide
for Students: Rhode Island College and Bristol Community College (hereafter, the guide). The
guide is an integral part of the articulation/transfer policy and procedures and shall be made
available for use by students, faculty and staff via dedicated webpages for each college. The
guide shall be reviewed on an annual basis for any changes needed including course additions,
changes or deletions. Any amendments to the guide shall be noted and dated, and shall be
considered an amendment of this agreement upon mutual agreement and implementation.

Course Equivalencies

The institutions shall identify courses that are equivalent. This identification shall be on a
discipline-by-discipline basis, approved by department chairpersons, and shall appear in the
Transfer Evaluation System (TES). All courses for which college credit is awarded will appear in
TES. This will include both course-to-course equivalencies and courses awarded elective credit
only. In cases where there is no direct course equivalent, elective credit may be granted at the
discretion of the department or college.

Program to Program Articulation

The institutions shall work cooperatively to establish, where possible, program-to-program
articulation agreements to further facilitate smooth and efficient transfer. Program-to-program
articulation agreements will be designed and approved by department chairpersons; additional
approval from academic leadership as determined by each campus may be required. Such
program articulation agreements will be reviewed on an annual basis as part of the Transfer
Guide updates.

General Education Requirements

General education requirements are determined by each institution, each of which has the
continuing responsibility of determining the character of its own program, for its own degree
purposes. As such, courses meeting general education requirements at Bristol Community
College may not fulfill general education requirements at Rhode Island College and vice versa.




General education program requirements shall be clearly stated in the institutional catalog and
in the guide. Students who intend to transfer to another institution should review that
institution’s general education requirements and discuss their plans with admissions counselors
or advisors in their intended majors.

Transfer Minors

Rhode Island College’s transfer minor policy recognizes knowledge obtained through specified
associate degree programs at Bristol in areas for which Rhode Island College does not currently
offer a major or minor. While minors are not required at Rhode Island College, completing a
transfer minor can add value to an undergraduate degree for internships, employment or
graduate school, giving students a “stackable credential.”

Students who complete an associate degree at Bristol in one of the approved programs are
eligible for a transfer minor to be posted on their Rhode Island College transcript.

Student Rights and Responsibilities

Students who intend to transfer must inform themselves of the transfer admission
requirements, and the program and degree requirements of the institution to which they
expect to transfer. Course transfer information is available on the college websites.

Students have the right to seek assistance from advising staff at Bristol Community College and
Rhode Island College during the transfer process to maximize credit transfer and ensure a
smooth transition. Course transfer will be reviewed at the time students apply for transfer.

Students who through no fault of their own encounter legitimate difficulties in transferring
from one institution to another must seek resolution of these difficulties through institutional
procedures. Students who have exhausted all administrative remedies available at the
institution to which the transfer credit is being sought and who have been unable to
satisfactorily resolve the problem, may appeal in writing to the articulation/transfer officer at
the institution that awarded the credit. The articulation/transfer officer shall receive and
consider all relevant materials and shall review the cases with appropriate representatives of
the receiving institution so that a mutual determination may be made as to the transferability
of the courses or earned credits being contested.



RIC and Bristol Community College General Education Equivalents and Mathematics Requirements

All bachelor degree programs require the completion of ten 4 credit general education courses: 3 Core Courses (2 for transfers) and 7 Distribution Courses. Students must also
complete a writing requirement and second language requirement. Required courses may be completed at Bristol Community College and transferred to Rhode Island College if a

grade of “C” or better is earned. Below is a listing of Rhode Island College courses for which an approved equivalent exists at Bristol Community College (equivalent in parentheses).

Rhode Island College courses numbered 175 are a generic general education equivalent for a specific course from the sending institution.

In addition, the college has a mathematics competency requirement separate from the general education requirements which should be completed prior to transfer.

Mathematics Competency: Entering transfer students who receive transfer credit for a course deemed equivalent to Mathematics 010, 120, 177, or higher, will have met Math

Competency. Entering transfer students who have not met math competency must take a math placement exam at Rhode Island College.

RIC GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS (BRISTOL COMMUNITY COLLEGE EQUIVALENT)
CORE REQUIREMENTS

First Year Writing 100 (ENG 101 + ENG 102)

Connections — Must be completed at Rhode Island College
SECOND LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT: Complete language course 102 or higher. ASL, CVC, FRN, PORT, SPA, 101 + 102; or 201 or 202 fulfill this requirement.

DISTRIBUTION REQUIREMENTS CONSIST OF ONE COURSE (unless otherwise noted) FROM SEVEN AREAS:

Arts — Visual and

Performing (A)

ART 101 (ART 111)
ART 232 (ART 106)
ART 175 (ART 105)
ART 175 (ART 121)
ART 175 (ART 205)
ART 175 (MUS 111)
ART 175 (MUS 112)
FILM 116 (ENG 230)
MUS 203 (MUS 113)
THTR 105 (THE 101)
THTR 240 (THE 119)

History (H

HIST 103 (HST 111)

HIST 104 (HST 112)
OR

Any HST course

Literature (L)
L 175 = Any TWO of the

following courses:

ENG 251, 252, 253, 254,

255, 256, 257, 259, 276

Mathematics (M

MATH 143 + 144 = (MTH

127 + 128) For Elem.

Educ. Majors

MATH 240 (MTH 119)
MATH 212 (MTH 214)
MATH 213 (MTH 215)
MATH 314 (MTH 253)

Natural Science
(Lab required) (NS)
BIOL 100 (BIO 111)
BIOL 108 (BIO 121)
BIOL 111 (BIO 121)
BIOL 112 (BIO 122)
NS 175 (BIO 240)

NS 175 (CHM 111)
CHEM 103 (CHM113)
CHEM 105 (CHM115)
NS 175 (CHM 120)
PSCI 211 (AST 111)
PSCI 212 (GLG 101)
PSCI 217 (SCI 240)
PHYS 101 (PHY 101)
NS 175 (SCI 119)

Social and (SB

Behavioral Sciences

ANTH 101 (ANT 101)
COMM 240 (COM111)
SOC 207 (CRJ 251)
POL 202 (GVT 111)
SB 175 (GVT 112)
AFRI 200 (HST 252)
PSYC 110 (PSY 101)
SOC 200 (SOC 101)
SB 175 (SOC 212)
SOC 208 (SOC 256)
GEOG 101 (SSC 101)

AQSR
CHEM 104 (CHM114)

CHEM 106 (CHM116)
MATH 213 (MTH 215)
PHYS 102 (PHY 102)


https://www.ric.edu/department-directory/office-new-student-programs/orientation-math-placement

